Working together to achieve your retirement goals –

Is an IRA right for you?

Since its initial introduction, few investment opportunities have helped more people prepare for retirement than the Individual Retirement Account (IRA). There are currently two different kinds of IRAs designed for retirement planning: the Traditional IRA and the Roth IRA. Deciding which one is best for you depends on your own unique set of circumstances. The first step is to determine your eligibility for the different IRAs, and then the suitability of each to your retirement plan.

Determining which IRA is best for you

You may well be eligible for either IRA, so it’s a good idea to look at the benefits each offers to determine which IRA best suits your retirement goals. Depending on your circumstances, contributions to a Traditional IRA may be tax-deductible and the earnings grow tax-deferred. When distributions are taken from the IRA, however, they are taxable.

On the other hand, contributions to a Roth IRA are never tax-deductible, but distributions are COMPLETELY TAX-FREE if the Roth IRA has been held for five years and the account owner has either attained age 591/2, died, become disabled or used the proceeds up to $10,000 (lifetime maximum) for a “first time” home purchase.

A Traditional or Roth IRA can be funded any time during the year and up until April 15 of the following year. If you have not yet funded your IRA for the current tax year, now is the time to do it.

As with any major financial decision, it is always wise to consult with a financial professional to weigh the benefits of each IRA option. If you are not currently working with a financial advisor, an NEA Valuebuilder® financial counselor will be happy to meet with you and discuss your various options. Both a Traditional and Roth IRA are available as part of the NEA Valuebuilder Program. Call 800-NEA-VALU to find out more.

You should consider the investment objectives, risks, and charges and expenses of the mutual funds and variable annuities available under the NEA Valuebuilder Program carefully before investing. You may obtain a prospectus that contains this and other information about the mutual funds and variable annuities by calling our customer service center at 1-800-888-2461. You should read the prospectus carefully before investing. Investing in variable annuities and mutual funds involves risk and there is no guarantee of investment results.

The National Education Association of the United States (“NEA”) established the NEA Valuebuilder Program to encourage its members to save for retirement. Security Distributors, Inc. and certain of its affiliates (collectively referred to herein as "Security Benefit”) make available retirement plan products under the NEA Valuebuilder Program pursuant to an agreement with NEA’s wholly-owned subsidiaries, NEA’s Member Benefits Corporation (“MBC”) and NEA’s MBC Investor Services Company (“ISC”). Security Benefit pays an annual fee for services to ISC under the agreement. NEA, MBC and ISC are not affiliated with Security Benefit. None of NEA, MBC or ISC is a registered broker-dealer. All securities brokerage services are performed exclusively by your sales representative’s broker-dealer and not by NEA, MBC or ISC.

